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The shiparrivedinCalcutta, India, April 26, 1853. Onboardwerethirteen
LDS m ssionaries. Nine were to | abor in Indiaandfour were destined for Siam
(Thailand). All were to experience nuchtrials and hardshi ps; however, on Apri |
6, 1854, El der El amLuddi ngt on nanaged toreach Si amal one. O hi s weekl y Sabbat h
| ectures, he once wote, only eight or ten Europeans usually attended.
Unfortunately, Elder Luddington had little success and on June 27, 1855,
returned to San Francisco. That, nore or | ess ended m ssionary activities
until the end of World War |1 when LDS nenbers cane i n nunbers to Bangkok and
the various mlitary bases throughout Thail and.

Before the year 1961, informal church services were held intermttently
whenever active LDS nenbers have livedin Thailand. I n March, 1961, Col. Joseph
R. Meacham his wife and two children arrived i n Bangkok, followed in June by
Max Berryessa, hisw fe and four children, Bro. Berryessa havi ng been aut hori zed
to hol d church services before | eaving Utah. First services were held at the
Meacham hone. By the end of 1961, their ranks had i ncreased to about fifteen
menbers. Church services in Thail and, since then, have been functi oni ng con-
ti nuously.

Inearly 1962, a conference was hel d at the chapel of the m ssi on hospital
(7th Day Adventist).

In 1963, services weretransferredto the Berryessa hone and after awhile
to the Bob Canpbell hone; then in latter 1963, transferred again, this tine
to Bro. Earl Jones' hone. About this tine activities were expanded to incl ude
anmont hly testinoni al meeti ng and aweekl y sacranment neeting. (Bro. Berryessa
has the distinction of being set apart as Thailand's first Branch president
by m ssion president Robert S. Taylor).

In July, 1964, the Sunday school was organized with Bro. Oral Preece as
superintendent and Dick Nanto and Gary WI| cox as assistants.

The M A, under the | eadership of Neff H Tippets was al so organi zed in
Sept., 1964.

The group out grewt he Jones' hone and transferredto a private dini ng room
at the Ban Keo Ruen Kwan Restaurant, corner of Soi 12 and Sukhunvit, in early
1965.

Inthesaneyear, threeair forcepersonnel, nenbers of the church, stationed
at Udorn, held their first services at the Udorn Hotel. Rem niscing,
Bro. Clarence Pingel recalls taking the Sacrament bread with nustard on
it, due to their having to buy a sandwi ch to acquire the bread. (Bro. Pingel



isbackinThailand, thistimewithhisfaml|ywhoarevery activeinthe Bangkok
Br anch.)

On January 21, 1966, Ji mMEl vee, a serviceman, was the first convert to
be baptized in Thailand, so far as is known.

I n January 23, 1966, the M A was reorgani zed to conformto t he st at esi de
M A program

The first Relief Society was organi zed in February, 1966, with Sister
Virginia Lew s as president, Charlotte U erhdt and June WI cox as counsel ors
and Joyce Johnson as secretary and treasurer.

The Thai | and Di stri ct was organi zed on March 27, 1966, with SterlingMerrill
as president, Earl Johnson, 1st counselor, John Dieterli, 2nd counsel or,
and Fred Banks, cl erk. Bro. Merrill was al soset apart asservi cenen' s coordi nat or
for Thailand. On July 17, 1966, the Thailand District was reorgani zed under
the direction of m ssionpresident, Keith E. Garner. Earl Johnson was sust ai ned

as presi dent, EugeneP. Till, 1st counsel or andDarrel | E. Jones as 2nd counsel or.
Due to President Johnsons' rotation to the U.S., the district Presidency was
reorgani zed wi th Eugene P. Till sustained as president, Darrell Jones, 1st

counselor, and A en L. WI cox, 2nd counsel or. Also, Gordon H. Flamrer was
sust ai ned as Bangkok branch president, wth Darrel Gal | up and Janes Fl et cher
as counsel ors. In Sept., 1966, Darwi n H Jepsen was sust ai ned as branch cl erk
and Sister Lola Erma Jensen, YWM A president.

The first Thai convert was Sister N ngnoi Thitapoora. She was baptized
on Sept. 11, 1966. About this tinme the neeting place was transferred to the
Grand Hotel .

At 6: 30 AM Nov. 2, 1966, t hel and of Thai | andwas dedi cat edf or t he preachi ng
of the gospel by El der Gordon B. Hi nckley of the Council of the Twelve; al so
i n attendance were President Keith E. Garner, Southern Far East M ssion and
Presi dent Mari on D. Hanks, First Council of Seventy. Asmall group of Latter-day

Sai nts fromt he Bangkok servi cemen' s branch attended t hi s gat hering in Lunpini
Par k.

InDec. 1966, Articl es of Corporationfor the Church Foundati onwere signed
by Earl Johnson, Gordon H. Fl ammer, Darrel Gall up, Darwi n H. Jepsen, Janes
Fl et cher and G en W1 cox. Bro. Fl ammer was appoi nt ed pr esi dent of t he Foundati on.

On March 3rd, 1967, the first Geen & Gold Ball was held at the G and
Hot el .

On July 16, 1967, t he Bangkok Branch Presi dency was reorgani zedw thHol lis
Hunt as president, Darrell Jones, | st counsel or, Janes Fl etcher, 2nd counsel or,
and Darwi n Jepsen, special assistant. KimSm th and Geral d Spri nger were nade
cl erks.



June 30, 1967--1nitial arrangenents were nade for purchasi ng property on
Soi 21.

The first group of six el ders arrived on Feb. 2, 1968. These el ders were
totally unfam liar with the | anguage, had no church literature in Thai and did
not even have the six investigators discussions translated. Their education
in Thai began only after they noved into a house on Soi 49, Sukhunvit.

The first Thais to be baptized into the church through the efforts of the
m ssi onari es wer e Brot her Boonpl uke and Si st er Rabi ab @ aupi n on May .18, 1968.

The Thai group was formal |y organi zed on June 9, 1968, with group | eader
El der Hess, El der Carl Hanson, 1st counsel or, El der Peter Basker as cl erk and
El der W negar, Sunday School Superi ntendent.

On June 17, 1968, mi ssion President Keith Garner, in one of his |ast
of ficial actsinThail and, nade preparati onstoopenthecityof Nakhon Rat chasi na
(Korat).

On June 30, 1968, the first Thai servicesin Korat were hel d. Twel ve peopl e
attended including Elders Craig C. Christensen and Scott E. Blinkenstaff.

In July, 1968, President Keith E. Garner was rel eased and W Brent Hardy
set apart as the new president for the Southern Far East M ssion.

In Sept., 1968, church servi ces were noved fromthe G and Hotel to t he YWCA
on Sat horn Road.

On Feb. 1, 1969, President Hollis Hunt, Darwin H Jepsen and Harol d Ward
of the Branch Presidency were rel eased. Sidney W Ross was rel eased fromthe
District Presidency and sustai ned as Branch Presi dent wi th Ronal d Cundi ck and
Harol d Ward as counsel ors.

Fi nal approval for purchasing property on Soi 21 granted May 12, 1969.

Oct. 29, 1969 G Carlos Smith was call ed to Presi de over the Sout h East
Asia Mssion. Newy forned Thailand is part of the newmnmi ssion. In attendance

were President and Sister Bruce McConki e and President and Sister W Brent
Har dy.

Sept. 4, 1970 - G- oundbr eaki ng cer enoni es f or Bangkok Chapel . O ficiating
were Elder Bruce M MConkie and m ssion President G Carlos Smth.

Oct. 1, 1970 - Fifteen students enrolled for the Bangkok Branch sem nary
at I.S.B. (International School, Bangkok).

April 8, 1971 -President Sidney Ross was rel eased and Paul D. Morris
sust ai ned as branch presi dent, with NormStahlie and Duane Eyre as counsel ors.

Nov. 2, 1971 - Aspeci al nmeetingwas hel d at t he Wndsor Hotel wi t h Presi dent



Marion G Rommey presiding. Craig McCune was rel eased as district president
and Paul D. Morris sustained.

Nov., 1971 - Paul D. Morri s was rel eased as branch presi dent and Wn Mel vin
Condi e sust ai ned,

Nay 7, 1972 —t he church services were transferred to the present chapel
site (Asoke).

e June 10, 1973--President Wn M Condi e was rel eased and Charles d ark
sust ai ned as branch presi dent with Jerry Downard and Edwar d Law as counsel ors.

Thai l and of ficially becane "The Thai |l and M ssi on" on June 28, 1973, when
Presi dent Paul D. Morris was ordai ned m ssi on presi dent by El der Boyd K. Packer
in Salt Lake City, U ah.

The Thail and M ssi on was formal |y turned over to President Paul D. Morris
%7? esident MIler F. Shurtleff of the South East Asia M ssion on Aug. 8,

Church Growth 1968-1973

By the end of 1968 there were twel ve m ssionaries in Bangkok and Kor at
and a total nenbership of seventeen. At the end of 1969, there were fifteen
m ssionari es and si xty-one baptisns. In Jan. 17, 1970, two cities, Khon
Kaen and Chi ang Mai were opened to the gospel . Later, on April 24th, Thonburi
was opened and on Sept. 28, elders were sent to Phitsanul ok. By the end of
1970 there were thirty-two mssionaries laboring insix cities, wwth a total
of one hundred forty-one baptisns for 1970. The m ssionary force nunbered
forty-onew thseventy-four baptisnssofar. Thisbringsthetotal Thai nenbership
totwo hundredni nety-threefor 1970. Esti mat ed Chur ch Menber shi pi n1973 Bangkok
(Engli sh Speaking) 100 Servicenen 300 Thai 350-400.

Opposition to Church Growth

Not e: Buddhi sm especi al |l y Theravada Buddhi sm is the state religion of
Thai l and, and the great majority of the Thai peopl e are Buddhist; however,
t he Thai governnent of every period has bestowed upon the people, freedomto
profess any faith they prefer and has wel coned any m ssionary of any faith
to preach its tenets anywhere in Thailand. Christianity first came to
Thai | and about the year 1511, brought by the western m ssionaries of the
Roman Cat holic Church. Protestants followed in the early 19th century.

The oppositiontowardthe churchtook formin nmany ways. Wien t he m ssi on-
aries first canme to Thailand, they were plagued by evil spirits. Here is a
portionof aletter witten by El der Al an Bess, July, 1968. "One of t hese has,
been active resistance by evil spirits. One evening two such beings actual ly



attenpted to pull George Eldridge frombed. (George i s a Thai boy who had been
staying wth us to help with the | anguage). After his terrifying experience,
the followi ng day the el ders bl essed George agai nst such influence.

The next night, inthe far bedroom we felt very unconfortable. As | woke
perspiringheavily, | sawafigurestandi ngover El der Hanson' sbedi nt he dar kened
room | called to El der Hanson; he too was awake and al so feeling very uncom
fortable. He asked to be bl essed, and after doing so, he slept confortably.
Not too long after this tinme, Elder Christensen was frightened by a figure
standing at the foot of his bed; it remained for several seconds and only
di sappear ed as El der W negar was awakened. Many of t he el ders had had bad dr eans
and restless nights. Then the night before President Hardy visited us on
the 3rd of July, 1968, | had had great difficulty going to sleep, | saw at
the foot of nmy bed (which used to be El der Christensen's) a figure which only

di sappeared after | sat up in bed. | nentioned all this to President Hardy
and he understood at once. The foll owi ng day, after District Conference, we
held a neeting of all the elders, (Elder Egbert, Brothers Eugene Till, Phi

Haynond, and 3 en Wl cox i ncluded). W had a wonderful testinony neeting-and
at the conclusion, President Hardy offered the prayer, “bl essing the house to
only be a habitation of that which was good."

M ssion President Hardy, in his visits to Thailand, explained that each
time he came to Thailand, he felt the spirit of the devil weakeni ng nore and
nore; and in the words of mission President G Carlos Smith, "the devil has
rul ed unchal | enged for many centuries in our m ssion and now we have di st urbed
hisreign. Hewill useall of his power tothwart this work but it shall continue
and shall not fail.
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